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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Population size and status
License recommendations
Desert bighorn sheep were first introduced to Colorado in 1979 from Kofa, Arizona. Between 1979 and 2001, CPW, then Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW), conducted 12 transplant operations and translocated 218 desert bighorn sheep from Arizona, Nevada, and Utah. As a result of these significant and expensive transplant efforts, Colorado has three desert bighorn sheep herds, in 4 game management units (GMUs). 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The overall trend in estimated desert bighorn sheep numbers gradually increased from 1990 to 2001.  In 2002 and 2003, estimated desert bighorn sheep numbers in the 2 largest herds (S62 and S64) dropped considerably presumably due to all-age die offs. 
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271 of 30 with Vectronic

Satellite GPS collars
Acquiring GPS points 6
times daily for 3 years

Mortality sensor set for 4
hours

VHF beacon

Waypoints and mortality
data being sent from
collar via email

Collars should drop off in

3 years post-release
Ground and helicopter
surveys to determine
reproductive success
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Status:
>91,000 usable locations
>over 100,000 locations, but programming glitch caused issues
4 different sheep did go into Utah
3 yearlings survived to at least 1.5 months based on drop collar recovery
1 ewe collar dropped on-time
17 known morts
8 collar failures: battery failure and early drops
1 collar still alive
7 morts from 2010 release, 10 morts from 2011 release
4 bighorns that used both S-63 and S-64 from 2010 release, 1 bighorn that used S-64 from 2011 release





Desert bighorn habitat use*
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Current Status 2

*Population stable to
growing

*Current population
estimate at 60

*Good lamb production
eDocumented interchange
between Upper and
Middle Dolores herds
*Currently hunted

*No domestic sheep
allotments in Colorado
oStill have concern for
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